
 

 

 

How to Draw a Dragon 

Content Audience Method Output/Products Outcomes/Impact 
Storybook that 
introduces 
brainstorming and 
artistic expression 

Ages 5-10 
 
 
 

1. Read storybook 
2. Facilitate brief 
discussion with 
students about 
dragons 
3. Drawing activity 
 

(1) collaborative art 
piece for classroom 
 

1.Students will be 
able to cooperate 
with one another in 
large groups 
2. Students will 
discover different 
ways to draw one 
object 
 

 
Supplies Needed 

 How to Draw a Dragon by Douglas Florian 

 Large paper  

 8.5”x11” paper 

 Assorted drawing tools (crayons, pencils, markers) 
 
Prep 
Optional: Sketch outline of dragon on the large paper for children to fill in. 
 
Method 
Give a brief introduction to How to Draw a Dragon and engage in a brief conversation about what the children know or 
think about dragons. 

Read How to Draw a Dragon. 
 
Discuss all the different styles drawings and types of dragons that are in the story. Point out that there is no single 
“right” way to draw a dragon. 
 
Introduce activity to children: they will work together to draw a dragon on one large, collaborative drawing. Before 
everyone starts on the big drawing, everyone is going to do a little brainstorming activity. 
 
Have everyone draw different parts of a dragon (e.g., teeth, wings, feet, scales) on 8.5”x11” paper. Point out how 
differently each child drew each dragon part. Have students show one another their drawings and encourage them to 
compliment each drawing. 
 
Next, challenge them to work together to make the big drawing for the classroom. Ask the children for ideas on how to 
divide the tasks of drawing a dragon, or encourage the children to decide among themselves how to divide the drawing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Arkansas State Standards 

Literacy Kindergarten 

 

RL.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

RL.K.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

 

Literacy 1st Grade 

 

RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or information in a text. 

RF.1.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

 
Literacy 3rd  grade 

 

RL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral 

 

 

Visual Art – Kindergarten and 1st Grade  

Kindergarten 1st Grade 

CR.1.K.1  
Engage in exploration, imaginative play, and self-directed 
play with materials  

(e.g., art-making tools and materials, found objects)  

CR.1.1.1 Collaboratively engage in exploration and 
imaginative play with materials  

(e.g., tower building, outdoor chalk drawings, texture 
rubbings) 

CR.1.K.2  

Engage in creative art-making through imagination and/or 
guided observation (e.g., leaves as collage medium, mark-
making) 

CR.1.1.2  

Develop the skills of observation and investigation for the 
purpose of creating art  

(e.g., simple machines, seashells, shapes in nature) 

CR.1.K.3  

Communicate a story about a familiar place or object 
through art  

CR.1.1.3 

Examine the purpose of everyday objects through art  

(e.g., drawings, diagrams, sculptures) 



CR.2.K.1  

Experiment with various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design  

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media 

CR.2.1.1  

Explore uses of various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design 

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media  

CR.2.K.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 

CR.2.1.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 

CR.3.K.1  

Describe one’s personal process while creating artwork  

 

CR.3.1.1 

Explain personal choices  

(e.g., elements of art, principles of design, creative 
processes, subject matter) 

for creating artwork, using art vocabulary  

 

 


