
 

 

 

The Little Engine that Could 

Content Audience Method Output/Products Outcomes/Impact 
Storybook that 
focuses on courage 
from a perspective 
that small children 
can relate to and 
understand 

Ages 4-9 
 
Students under the 
age of 7 may require 
adult supervision for 
the activity  
 
 

1. Read storybook 
2. Facilitate brief 
discussion with 
students about 
courage 
3. Introduction to 
LED Lights and coin 
batteries 
4. add LED lights and 
batteries to 
drawings 

LED light train 
 
 

1. Insight on what it 
means to be 
courageous 
2. Knowledge of LED 
lights and how they 
work 
3. Knowledge of 
batteries and how 
they work 
 

 
Supplies Needed 

 The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper (abridged edition) 

 Paper 

 Coin Batteries 

 LED lights 

 Masking tape 

 Assorted drawing tools (crayons, pencils, markers) 

 Scissors (optional) 
 
Prep 
Make an example train drawing with LED light. Push LED light’s wires through paper in desired location, place a coin 
battery between the wires to complete the circuit, wrap the battery in masking tape to hold in place. The longer of the 
two wires on the LED light is the positive side and needs to be touching the positive side of the battery. 
 
Method 
Give a brief introduction to The Little Engine that Could and engage in a brief conversation about what the word 
“courage” means; ask for synonyms. 
 
Read The Little Engine that Could and encourage children to “read” aloud with you during the repetitive train voices 
(e.g., chug chug chug, I think I can, etc). 

 
Ask questions about events that took place in the story and tie these questions back into the main topic: courage. 
 
Introduce activity to students: show them the example drawing with LED light and explain circuits. Show that the light 
works because it is connected to a power source, the battery, through complete circuit. Point out that circuits are like 
circles. 
 
Have students draw their own trains and help them to attach the LED light. Optional: have student cut out their train. 
 
Gather the class to form a line, “link up” your trains (link arms and hold the train drawing between both hands) or just 
march in a line, march along as a training making chugging noises or chanting “I think I can.” 
 
If sending this activity home with children, warn parents about choking hazard and safe disposal of batteries. 



Arkansas State Standards 
 
Literacy Kindergarten 

 

RL.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
 
 

 

RL.K.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

 

 

Visual Art – Kindergarten and 1st Grade  

Kindergarten 1st Grade 

CR.1.K.1  
Engage in exploration, imaginative play, and self-directed 
play with materials  

(e.g., art-making tools and materials, found objects)  

CR.1.1.1 Collaboratively engage in exploration and 
imaginative play with materials  

(e.g., tower building, outdoor chalk drawings, texture 
rubbings) 

CR.1.K.2  

Engage in creative art-making through imagination and/or 
guided observation (e.g., leaves as collage medium, mark-
making) 

CR.1.1.2  

Develop the skills of observation and investigation for the 
purpose of creating art  

(e.g., simple machines, seashells, shapes in nature) 

CR.1.K.3  

Communicate a story about a familiar place or object 
through art  

CR.1.1.3 

Examine the purpose of everyday objects through art  

(e.g., drawings, diagrams, sculptures) 

CR.2.K.1  

Experiment with various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design  

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media 

CR.2.1.1  

Explore uses of various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design 

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media  



CR.2.K.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 

CR.2.1.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 

CR.3.K.1  

Describe one’s personal process while creating artwork  

 

CR.3.1.1 

Explain personal choices  

(e.g., elements of art, principles of design, creative 
processes, subject matter) 

for creating artwork, using art vocabulary  

 

Science 4th Grade 

 

4-PS3-2     

  

4-PS3-2    Make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred from place to place by 
sound, light, heat, and electric currents.   

4-PS3-4 4-PS3-4     Apply scientific ideas to design, test, and refine a device that converts energy from one form to 
another. 

 
 
NGSS Cross-Cutting Concepts 

 Energy and matter 

 Cause and effect 


