
 

 

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Content Audience Method Output/Products Outcomes/Impact 
Storybook that 
introduces 
caterpillar life stages 

Ages 5-10 
 
 
 

1. Read storybook 
2. Facilitate brief 
discussion with 
students about 
butterflies and 
caterpillars 
3. Collaborative 
drawing activity 
 

(1) Collaborative art 
piece for classroom 
 

1.Students will be 
able to cooperate 
with one another in 
large groups 
2. Students will have 
familiarity with the 
life stages of 
butterflies and 
caterpillars 
 

 
Supplies Needed 

 The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

 Large paper 

 Assorted drawing tools (crayons, pencils, markers) 

Prep 
Become familiar with caterpillar and butterfly life stages, research the timeline of development for a couple species of 
butterfly. 
 
Example: Monarchs only live for a couple months, and they go through four life stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult 
butterfly. They spend about four days as eggs, about two weeks as a caterpillar, about ten days as a pupa inside their 
chrysalis, and about two to six weeks as an adult butterfly. 
 
Method 
Give a brief introduction to The Very Hungry Caterpillar and engage in a brief conversation about caterpillars. 

Read The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 
 
Introduce activity to children: challenge them to work together to show the metamorphosis of a caterpillar into a 
butterfly by creating a timeline in pictures how it develops.  Tell children about how long butterflies live in their different 
life stages as the children work on their art. 
 
Arkansas State Standards  

 
Literacy Kindergarten 

 

RL.K.1  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
 

 

RL.K.2  With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

 

 



 
Literacy 3rd  grade  

 

RL.3.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral  

 

 
Visual Art – Kindergarten and 1st Grade  

Kindergarten 1st Grade 

CR.1.K.1  
Engage in exploration, imaginative play, and self-directed 
play with materials  

(e.g., art-making tools and materials, found objects)  

CR.1.1.1 Collaboratively engage in exploration and 
imaginative play with materials  

(e.g., tower building, outdoor chalk drawings, texture 
rubbings) 

CR.1.K.2  

Engage in creative art-making through imagination and/or 
guided observation (e.g., leaves as collage medium, mark-
making) 

CR.1.1.2  

Develop the skills of observation and investigation for the 
purpose of creating art  

(e.g., simple machines, seashells, shapes in nature) 

CR.1.K.3  

Communicate a story about a familiar place or object 
through art  

CR.1.1.3 

Examine the purpose of everyday objects through art  

(e.g., drawings, diagrams, sculptures) 

CR.2.K.1  

Experiment with various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design  

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media 

CR.2.1.1  

Explore uses of various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design 

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media  

CR.2.K.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 

CR.2.1.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 



CR.3.K.1  

Describe one’s personal process while creating artwork  

 

CR.3.1.1 

Explain personal choices  

(e.g., elements of art, principles of design, creative 
processes, subject matter) 

for creating artwork, using art vocabulary  

 

 


