
 

 

 

Beautiful Oops 

Content Audience Method Output/Products Outcomes/Impact 
Storybook that 
focuses on making 
beautiful pieces of 
art from regular or 
artistic mistakes 

Ages 3-10 
 
 
 

1. Read storybook 
2. Facilitate brief 
discussion with 
students about 
mistakes 
3. drawing activity 
 

Piece of art 
produced from a 
deliberate “oops” 
made by instructor 
 
 

1. Students will be 
encouraged to cope 
with mistakes and 
make the best of 
them 
 

 
Supplies Needed 

 Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg 

 Paper 

 Assorted drawing tools (crayons, pencils, markers) 

Prep 
Instructor makes “oops” (tears, wrinkles, dog-ear corners, scribbles, splotches, etc.) on blank paper, enough for 1 or 2 
per student. 
 
Method 
Give a brief introduction to Beautiful Oops. Engage in a brief conversation about making mistakes and how mistakes 
make us feel. 
 
 Read Beautiful Oops. 

 
Ask questions about details from the pictures in the book, ask for students’ favorite “oops.” Tie these questions back 
into the main topic: mistakes and how we handle them. 
 
Introduce activity to children: challenge them to create a piece of artwork from a sheet of paper that has been marked 
by the instructor. 
 
Compare art pieces and encourage children to compliment one another on their pieces. 
 
 
Arkansas State Standards  

 
Literacy Kindergarten 

 

RL.K.1  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
 

 

RL.K.2  With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

 



 
Literacy 3rd grade  

 

RL.3.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal  

 

 

Visual Art – Kindergarten and 1st Grade  

Kindergarten 1st Grade 

CR.1.K.1  
Engage in exploration, imaginative play, and self-directed 
play with materials  

(e.g., art-making tools and materials, found objects)  

CR.1.1.1 Collaboratively engage in exploration and 
imaginative play with materials  

(e.g., tower building, outdoor chalk drawings, texture 
rubbings) 

CR.1.K.2  

Engage in creative art-making through imagination and/or 
guided observation (e.g., leaves as collage medium, mark-
making) 

CR.1.1.2  

Develop the skills of observation and investigation for the 
purpose of creating art  

(e.g., simple machines, seashells, shapes in nature) 

CR.1.K.3  

Communicate a story about a familiar place or object 
through art  

CR.1.1.3 

Examine the purpose of everyday objects through art  

(e.g., drawings, diagrams, sculptures) 

CR.2.K.1  

Experiment with various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design  

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media 

CR.2.1.1  

Explore uses of various media using grade-level 
appropriate elements of art and principles of design 

 drawing 

 painting 

 sculpture 

 printmaking 

 mixed media  

CR.2.K.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 

CR.2.1.2  

Utilize traditional and/or new media and tools safely and 
appropriately, with guidance 

 conservation 

 norms 



CR.3.K.1  

Describe one’s personal process while creating artwork  

 

CR.3.1.1 

Explain personal choices  

(e.g., elements of art, principles of design, creative 
processes, subject matter) 

for creating artwork, using art vocabulary  

 


